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r2ul Ogata performs at The Laugh Factory.

Paul Ogata doing 2 show for Marines on the deck
of an amphibious assault ship off the coast of Libya. |

Jose Dynamite will be opening for Paul Ogata.
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Gotham, Comics
Unleashed™ and-Show
ume's “Pacific Rim
Comedy.
Crgata, who cur
rently hives in Murme-
ta, Caht. with hos wale
and two dogs, spends
most of his time travel-
ing and performing his
edgy, often-improvised
comedy 1n vanous cities
ACTOSS S1X continents,
“1've performed tor
rovalty. I've performed
for the military on an
aireraft carmer — once
in a chemicaliological
weapons facility where
| had to do the show
with a gasmask and nee-
dles of atropine strapped
o my leg (the stuft
that counteracts nerve
agents). But I do think it
would be really cool to
do a show in Antarctica,
maybe in front of the
penguins,”
He just finished
shooting an hourlong
special for Comedy

Island Beat

Ogata entertains U.S. troops in a hangar in Afghanistan.

ton of expenence doing
comedy, and I think
people will realize he
puls on an amazing
show.”

The quick-witted
improvisation is what
makes stand-up comedy

but if I can make them
laugh, then it’s a victory
for everybody.”
Figueras will open
for along with
Makosky and Ridenour.
“We're there as the
opening act to quickly

It was Augie T, who
gave Figueras his stage
name, and he isn’t sure
why, but it’s a name that
stuck. He also heard
his best comedy advice
from Augie T., as well.
“One night. | complete-
Iy bombed on stage. |
went up to him and said,
“Man, that was a tough
crowd.” and he said, *It's
not the audience, it's
the material.” If people
don't laugh, it’s because
I didn’t do my job."

Figueras, who also
works in advertising
sales and radio commer-

cial writing for Oha-

na Broadcast Compa-
ny in Honolulu, says
the shows where he has
to work harder to make
people laugh are some
of the most reward-
ing, however. "l come
off sweating profuse-

Iy because | had to work
50 hard, but I got up
there and took the show
by the reins.”

=5 - fun for Ogata. mike people laugh and At the show. he says,

%‘iﬁmlﬂlﬁ E::::f;l LEL “That’s the chal-  give the show a little people can expect an
A Rl lenge, when I can, with  diversity.” says Figuer- — amazing. fun and hilari-
year. “People every- the help of the audi- as, “It’s a good way 1o ous night of comedy.
where in the world ence, come up with showcase the next gen- “I'd love to be able
are aching for enter- stuff that's golden for eration qul'l‘ucsu Alﬁ{:, 10 come 10 the Big
tainment.” says Oga- that moment,” he says. 4 lot of times, }’ﬂﬂ_dﬂﬂ t Island more often and
ta. 1 do miss Hawaii “That’s the best day at  know whal an audi- see more home grown
though. T miss the food. the office for me*  ence will really be like.  Jocal talent,” says
the weather, I miss how Ogata’s comedy phi- ~ Asa headliner, you can Figueras, who produc-
ou know P:Gﬂi'-']ﬂ BVETY- losophy is that every- watch the opening act es two weekly comedy
E.rtmm you go. The fam- thing we've been taught  and you can gauge how  shows on Oahu as well.
ly spirit [in Hawaii] is is “b.s and he'shere the audience is feel- “Doing stand-up isn't
1 F |1P beautiful.” 3 to explain the world ing and what's going on easy, but there's a lot
M—]-E': << ‘will I:I-L:-Ug:il.-::':-: have prepared and we wet her pants, recalls in a different light. and adjust your set for  of talent out there. It's
econd time performing @0 that.” Ogata says that  Ogata. How do yon “It’s being able to see  them™ great 1o see new comics
?.E":I_{;_I it ﬁ s l.h:f an}rlh'lng can happen not talk about that? That I:FIII'IES in a different way ﬁguf:.m, 37, who that come 1o the SOOI
in d‘l 0, 5 :r'ml during a show, some of  becomes the show for — that makes people go worked as the open- and have a different per-
mi-l ".:T:'m c;ﬂ wa - which you can't avoid the next 10 minutes. ‘ah-ha!" and hopefully,  ing act and occasional spective.”

r"u“'l:l'l:::*; a E:(:““El; of tﬂlhﬂg aboul, HTF Yol q_r G?m she left and ‘ha-ha!*™ ‘ Pm,ﬂ?:l-[ﬂl" fﬂf ﬂﬂmaln : nmm for “A H'i.?,am
things | want to tell Hilo don't talk about some-  didn't come back, but Ogata says there's  Augic T for nearly nine  Night of Comedy" in
ot oY Wb yblesic v 0 b st e G g e, Hloopens T
= seems fake, like I'm ad a gres : s s .. AL OKES, ra ickets are $15. avail-
+ po0d collsboraion. | speaking at the audience Jose Figueras (aka  always findaway o humot and obscrvations  sble at Hilo Town Tav-
ke v o i e Joe D) e soneig gy iy s laes v o
audi 1 1 ample, "COnce , g . : e i \ or
:Iﬁ:::zﬂm Eﬁ;ﬂ:ﬁ !:dif— a mlflﬂ; E:.lghﬁd so hard o fast and quick-wit- they aren’t su ed ing '-“'H"“""f“ almost 20 nnh!:u: at www. brownpa-
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